Steel City Benzers
MBCA Pittsburgh Section Newsletter – Q1 2021
The Pittsburgh MBCA Section
has 289 members

Nationally Livestreamed Brake Webinars

We would like to extend a
special welcome and hello to
our 15 newest members:
Jason Appelt
Thomas Bias
Philip Dillon
R. Gezon
J. Grant
Ross Klick
Kevin M. Leonard
Ammie Maravelli
John Mullen
Rona Nesbit
Frank Richards
Steven Sorci
Mark Swift
Joshua Swimmer
Nag Velaga

We are also proud that 38
members have renewed their
membership in the last 3
months!
Without new and renewing
members, we wouldn’t be
where we are today. We look
forward to seeing you at
upcoming events!

Following a successful “pilot” webinar last November presented to our
Pittsburgh Section, the Bowman family (Paul, Alex, and Ethan) did two
encore presentations on “Automotive Brake Systems – Design,
Maintenance, Repair, and Restoration” that included numerous howto’s and tips as well as props from vintage Benzes, Saabs, and Alfa
Romeos. The first was on January 30 that was open to all MBCA
Sections and attracted 90+ attendees. The final encore was on March
6 that attracted 50+ attendees and was available to Pittsburgh Section
members as well as the national Alfa Romeo Owners Club and the
Allegheny chapter of the BMW Car Club of America.
Given how well these webinars were received, watch for
announcements for a webinar on Cooling Systems in September 2021,
and Automotive Suspensions in early 2022.

A View from the Driver’s Seat

We, the Board of Directors, would
like your feedback, so please feel
free to contact us at
mbcapghchapter@gmail.com with
suggestions on event ideas. We
look forward to hearing from you!

Sandy Turko
“Things work out best for those who make the best of how things
work out.” -John Wooden
As we all continue to navigate through the challenges of COVID, I am
so excited to see and share that our Club has closed Q1 2021 on a
strong note. Again, in true Pittsburgh resilient fashion, our Board and
many members have come together (albeit virtually) to pivot from
accepting to “lay low” to challenging ourselves to explore new ways
to promote our Club and to safely gather.
I’m so thrilled that we close March 2021 with 289 members. That is a
net gain of 10 members over 2020 year-end and frankly an anomaly
among car clubs today. I speak for our Board that this did not come
without effort and engagement across our Club.
As referenced on the cover page, Paul Bowman and his family
successfully presented a webinar on Brake Systems in January that
was attended by over 90 MBCA members across the US including
members as far away as Seattle. Having nearby Sections join us at
PVGP and other events, we welcome the opportunity for them to
support our charitable contributions, but we also encourage them to
extend their membership to include our Pittsburgh Section as a
second membership of record (yes, MBCA allows members to join
additional clubs for a $15 annual fee).
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Dan Marcin
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Marilyn Smetana
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Paul Bowman
Secretary & Newsletter Editor

Board of Directors
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I’m also very excited about our upcoming drives and so honored that
Mark Ramsay, one our very own Section Members, has graciously
offered to share his incredible personal experience May 15 on our
Spring drive and tour of Flight 93 Memorial.

Franco Fratangelo
Jeff Hirst
Betsy Marcin

In closing, I ask for your continued suggestions and active
participation to drive improvements, as this is Our Club! My best
wishes for health and safety to all and I cannot wait to see everyone
again soon.
All my best!
Sandy Turko

Mark Sheldon
Sandra Simpson
Ray Smetana

Technology Links

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix is Back! Mark Your
Calendars: July 24-25

In addition to this newsletter,
there are other channels to
keep up with what’s happening
with the Pittsburgh Section.

Website:
http://www.mbcapitt.org/

Facebook:
Mercedes Benz Club America
Pittsburgh

Email:
mbcapghchapter@gmail.com

Instagram: @mbcapgh

Twitter: @mbcapgh

Newsletter Update
All Pittsburgh Section
Newsletters are distributed via
email and available to view via
our website.

For those who have never attended, the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand
Prix is THE premier automotive event in western Pennsylvania with
both national and international recognition. You can read more about
it here: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pittsburgh_Vintage_Grand_Prix

As we have in the past, on Saturday July 24 and Sunday July 25 the
MBCA Pittsburgh section will be offering parking, food, and an
opportunity to socialize with other club members (and look at their
Benzes of course!) in a beautiful park setting.

As soon as the website registration
is up and properly running, we will
send out an e-mail blast!!

Upcoming MBCA Pittsburgh Event – Drive to Flight 91 on May 15

It’s hard to believe, but the 20th anniversary of one of the saddest and most profound days in American
history will be on September 11, 2021. One of our members and retired veteran, Mark Ramsay, suggested
late last year visiting the Flight 93 National Memorial in 2021, COVID permitting, to remember and honor
the incredible events of September 11th, 2001.

The Flight 93 National Memorial, now fully complete, is the final resting place for the 40 crew members and
passengers. When they found their plane had been hijacked and destined to crash into our nation’s capital
in Washington, DC, they stormed the cockpit and forced the hijackers to crash the aircraft near Shanksville.
A Congressional Gold Medal was awarded to all 40 heroes with this inscription:

“A common field one day, a field of honor forever. We honor the passengers and crew of Flight 93 who
perished in a Pennsylvania field on September 11, 2001. Their courageous action will be remembered
forever.”

Mark and his wife Patty live about 20 miles from the memorial site and will host a tour on May 15 at 10 AM.
Mark is working with national park personnel to enable us to park together at the visitor’s center. After the
tour, we can brown bag our lunch in the parking lot.

For those who live in the greater Pittsburgh area, a drive will be planned to the site. Details will be
announced in series of e-mail blasts starting on April 17.

Concours d’Elegance of America
The Inn at St. John’s
Plymouth, Michigan
July 23 – 25, 2021

It is that time of the year again, and as soon as we win the battle against the COVID-19 pandemic, the
classic and collector car communities will be throwing the biggest party in the 60-year history of the COA
(formerly known as Meadowbrook). So, save the dates now and book your reservations soon.
Friday – July 23 – The Motoring Tour sponsored by Hagerty Insurance Company and supported by our car
club is scheduled from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm. No specific announcements have been made yet as to the
details for this event. However, we have already assembled a team of individuals to support the Motoring
Tour.
Saturday – July 24 – The Cars and Coffee event is being sponsored by LBI Limited (Keith Koscak) again this
year and all MBCA members are invited to attend free of charge. It is held in front of the Inn at St. John’s
from 7:30 to 11:30 am. On Saturday evening, we will host both a dinner for our members and provide an
opportunity for member cars to be judged for recognition in the Preservation Class, and thereby receive a
Silver Star Award.
Sunday – July 25 – Although the official opening of the COA event is at 10:00 am, we need to be on the
field not later than 8:00 am to make sure our tent has been properly assembled, the tables and chairs are
in order, and our two show cars are in proper form
.
For a complete description of the COA program go to here: www.concoursusa.org If you have any
questions, or need additional information, please contact Gary Cunningham, the Concours Director for
MBCA/IS, at either ghcunningham@comcast.net or 248-649-4959.

Mercedes-Benz In Popular Media

For those who didn’t see this article last year in Road & Track, this is a great read:
https://www.roadandtrack.com/car-culture/a35002019/greatest-sports-car-of-alltime/?utm_source=pocket-newtab
Thanks to Pittsburgh member Jim Feeney for bringing it to our attention!

Click Here to Renew

2021 Calendar of Events
May 15: Tour of Flight 93 Memorial in
Shanksville, PA (thanks to member
Mark Ramsay for suggesting this!)
PVGP: July 24 & 25
August 21: Drive to Fort Necessity

Classifieds
We invite members of the club
to submit advertisements of
cars, parts, and other Benzrelated paraphernalia to our
quarterly newsletter and our
Instagram account
(@MBCAPGH).

September TBD: Livestreamed
Webinar – Automotive Cooling
Systems

These classifieds are free for
active MBCA members who are
paid up on their dues.

October/November: Annual Meeting

Please use the word
'classified' somewhere in the
subject line of your email. For
car ads, please include: year,
model, mileage, condition,
service history, a photograph,
brief description, price, and
contact information (e-mail
and/or phone number).

We still have a lot of uncertainty
caused by Covid-19 restrictions
that are hard to predict but plan to
ensure member safety by a
combination of virtual events and
outdoor events where social
distancing is feasible.
Each event will have more details
sent out to Section membership 46 weeks before the date. We are
open to any and all ideas for future
events! Please e-mail us at
mbcapghchapter@gmail.com.

For parts and accessories,
please include: a description
with condition, which
year/vehicle it fits, part number
if at all possible, a photograph,
price, and contact information
(e-mail and/or phone number).
Please be advised that your
listing will also be posted to our
social media platform -Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,
unless you tell us to limit it to
the newsletter.
Members can purchase
advertisements for any sort of
business or networking that
they wish to promote. Please
contact us for rates at
mbcapghchapter@gmail.com.

W124 Seats – 7-Passenger
Wagon
Navy blue in good condition.
$150 for the set.
Contact: (412) 310-6031.

Custom-Fit Front End Mask
Still in box. Possibly fits CLK 320
Coupe. Part number on the box
is BQ 6 88 0044 $40.00
Contact: Rich (724) 586-2528

2 Used Tires-$50 ea.
P255/35 ZR20
1-Continental; 2 Yokohama
Contact: Jim (412) 551-1746

Classifieds continued on next
page

Classifieds (continued)
W-126 Sedans
Whole or parts-2-1985 380 SE,
2-1987 420 SEL, 1-1989 560 SEL.
Low mileage, solid bodies, nice
interiors, running condition.
Prefer to sell whole, but may
part out.
Contact: (814) 566-6665

Schuco Micro Racer 190SL
Great condition. Some minor
nicks. 1/43 (about 4”). Wind up
motor works great but no
key. This is an old model NOT a
reproduction. $50.00

190SL by Schuco
9 ½” long, working wind up (no
key). Near mint condition.
$150.00

Hardtop for 1991 SL500 with
original Mercedes stand and
cover. Took it off when Ibought
the car. Have always used the
soft top.

$600.00 or best offer

300SLR by Newcon MIB

Contact: Butch

1/43 (about 4”). An older high
end heavy diecast model.
$75.00

(724) 882-4960

Contact: Rich (724) 586-2528

