Steel City Benzers
MBCA Pittsburgh Section Newsletter – Q2 2022

The Pittsburgh MBCA Section
has 326 members – an
increase of 15 since our last
newsletter!
We would like to extend a
special welcome and hello to
our 28 newest members:

We are also proud that 39
members have renewed their
membership in the last 3
months!
Without new and renewing
members, we wouldn’t be
where we are today. We look
forward to seeing you at
upcoming events!

Bedford County Spring Drive on May 14
On Saturday, May 14th, a number of club members gathered at Mark
and Patty Ramsay’s home in Windber for an educational drive in
which we toured a number of interesting places in the greater
Bedford PA area.
We all brought brown-bag lunches with drinks graciously provided by
the Ramsays. Mark then provided a podcast-worthy talk about the
history of covered bridges in colonial America, and the reasons they
were built the way they were.

Our first stop was at the Reynoldsdale Fish Culture Station where
hundreds of thousands of trout are raised and stocked in
Pennsylvania creeks and streams each spring. After that, we went to
Gravity Hill, a fascinating geographical oddity in PA where your eyes
are telling your that you are driving downhill, but after stopping and
putting the car in neutral, you feel as if you’re rolling back up hill!
We then toured several covered bridges in Bedford County (one of
the highest geographical densities of these fascinating centuries-old
structures still in existence) and then finished up at "The Cow" drivein in Pleasantville for ice cream.
A sincere thank you to our gracious hosts who opened their home for
us and put together an excellent itinerary. So glad we were able to
spend the day together, and we look forward to new journeys led by
members throughout our region.
For more photos from this event, please see page 4.

A View from the Driver’s Seat

We, the Board of Directors, would
like your feedback, so please feel free
to contact us at
mbcapghchapter@gmail.com with
suggestions on event ideas. We look
forward to hearing from you!

Sandy Turko
President
It’s hard to believe we are already half way through 2022. I am
thrilled that we are currently at 326 active members, which
may be the highest membership count on record - a testament
to all for continuing the passion and commitment to making
Our Club a success!!

Dan Marcin
Vice-President

Marilyn Smetana
It’s so exciting to see fellow members taking the lead on
hosting/facilitating events and offering Pittsburgh Section
MBCA-branded shirts (future swag to come!)
As we turn the corner into the back half of 2022, we look to
expand sponsorship and fundraising opportunities to continue
to offset the discontinued financial support from MBCA
National.
We also are excited to continue the momentum with additional
new social gatherings following the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand
Prix (PVGP) and look for suggestions of new drives and events
to fuel our passion for all things Benz.
Wishing all a healthy, happy summer and looking forward to
seeing everyone at the PVGP!

Treasurer

Paul Bowman
Secretary & Newsletter Editor

Board of Directors
Paul Georg
Susan Grunewald
Jeff Hirst
Betsy Marcin
Mark Sheldon

Sandy Turko

Sandra Simpson
Ray Smetana

Technology Links
In addition to this newsletter,
there are other channels to keep
up with what’s happening with
the Pittsburgh Section.

MBCA Pittsburgh Membership
Our Board is grateful to our members for their continued support,
especially during Covid times, growing by 8% in the last 12 months
and 19% in the last 24 months!

Website:
http://www.mbcapitt.org/

Facebook:
Official Mercedes-Benz Club of
America Pittsburgh

New PayPal Account for MBCA Pittsburgh
Section
Email:
mbcapghchapter@gmail.com

Instagram: @mbcapgh

Twitter: @mbcapgh

Newsletter Update
All Pittsburgh Section
Newsletters are distributed via
email and available to view via
our website.

This quarter we successfully launched our new PayPal account:
mbcapghchapter@gmail.com.
We feel this new tool will allow Pittsburgh Members to: (1) make
contributions or provide sponsorships to the Section to help
underwrite our events, and (2) more easily purchase Section
merchandise. So far, we have had a highly successful sale of polo
shirts with the Section logo embroidered on it.
If you have a personal PayPal account, you can readily set up a
secure transfer of funds from your personal account to our Section
account.
And even if you don’t have a personal account, through PayPal you
can pay/contribute to us with either a debit card or a credit card.

Upcoming Event: Mercedes-Benz Car Show at Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix
(PVGP)

For those who have never attended, the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix is THE premier automotive event in
western Pennsylvania with both national and international recognition. You can read more about it
here: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pittsburgh_Vintage_Grand_Prix

As we have in the past, on Saturday July 23 and Sunday July 24 the MBCA Pittsburgh Section will be offering
parking, food, and an opportunity to socialize with other club members (and look at their Benzes of course!)
in a beautiful park setting.

If you plan to attend, please sign up now! It’s important that we have an accurate headcount for planning
purposes. Unfortunately, we can no longer accept “walk-up” registrations that weekend.

Sign-up Instructions:
1.

Go to https://pvgp.org/car-show-overview/mercedes-benz-car-show/

2.

Scroll down and click on the blue box that says “showclix” to register.

3.

From that point forward, it is self-explanatory with a lot of detailed information available

More Photos from Bedford County Spring Drive

50th Anniversary Membership Pin Given to Art Hussey

35th Anniversary Membership Pin
Given to Mark Ramsay

Jeanne and Patty have identical birthdays!
Trout “Fingerlings” at Reynoldsdale Hatchery

The Two-Year
Delayed Trip to Le Mans
by Dan Marcin
Well, we finally made the trip to France! Part of our itinerary was to see the 24 Hours of Le Mans. It’s
considered to be one of the most famous auto races in the world. Remember the movie “Ford vs Ferrari”?

The track had a week of events, rides, concerts, shops, and vendors. We arrived
on Friday June 10 in time to see the annual drivers’ parade, which passed
through the Old Town. The streets were lined with fans to see the drivers and to
get autographs of their favorites. Each team had three drivers, and they would
be driven through town in an old convertible or in the back of a truck. At many
points, the drivers would jump out and sign autographs. I was lucky enough to
get a few of them. Since there were 62 cars, the parade went on for three hours.
Even the background of the parade was a sight to see - the Saint Julian Cathedral
from 1080 AD.

.

Upon our arrival to the track on Saturday morning, the atmosphere was
electrifying. The race would start at 4pm on Saturday and end 4pm
Sunday.

While there are fans who stay for the
entire 24 hours, most people would be
in their seats one hour before the race,
stay into the evening or night, and then
return at dawn like I did.
Once back at the track in the morning, I went to all the major corners via buses. I’d get off one bus, walk to
the new area, take some photos, watch some of the race from there, then walk back and get in line for the
bus to the next major area. It was quite something watching four types (Classes) of race cars running nonstop
for 24 hours.
Next year will even be more exciting as it’s the 100th year of the 24 Hours of Le Mans. So glad to have been
lucky enough to go and remove one more thing from my bucket list!

Upcoming Event: Sewickley Garden Club Rally on September 24
Some of us joined this event in 2019 and had a blast, getting to look at some really cool cars and socializing
at the beautiful Wilpen Hall in Sewickley. Thanks to MBCA Pittsburgh Section Member Mary Poppenberg for
bringing this to our attention!

Start the morning at 10:00 am touring scenic roads of southwestern Pennsylvania, stop for lunch at the
Pittsburgh Botanic Garden, then on to a stop at the Air Heritage Museum/Beaver County Airport for a tour
and photo op. End the tour at 4:30 pm partying at historic Wilpen Hall, a private estate in Sewickley Heights
with wine and hors d’oeuvres (resort casual.) Enjoy the display of cars. Awards will be given!
$250 includes the rally tour, lunch and party for both the driver and navigator.
$85 per person to attend the wine and hors d’oeuvres party only.
Go to https://sewickleygardenclub.org/road-rally/ for more information and a registration form. The rally is
limited to the first 50 cars that are signed up so don’t procrastinate!

The Sewickley Garden Cub’s fundraising efforts benefit schools, libraries, nature centers and parks by
providing educational opportunities in environmental conservation, horticulture, and civic beautification
throughout our community and the greater Pittsburgh area. Village Garden Club is a 501(c)(3) charitable
organization. A portion of your registration fee is tax deductible.

Calendar of Events

Classifieds

July 23-24 Pittsburgh Vintage

We invite members of the club
to submit advertisements of
cars, parts, and other Benzrelated paraphernalia to our
quarterly newsletter and our
Instagram account
(@MBCAPGH).

Grand Prix

Sept-Oct Annual Meeting TBD

Oct-Nov Final Drive

Each event will have more
details sent out to Section
membership 4-6 weeks before
the date. We are open to any
and all ideas for future events!
Please e-mail us at
mbcapghchapter@gmail.com.

These classifieds are free for
active MBCA members who
are paid up on their dues.
Please use the word
'classified' somewhere in the
subject line of your email. For
car ads, please include: year,
model, mileage, condition,
service history, a photograph,
brief description, price, and
contact information (e-mail
and/or phone number).
For parts and accessories,
please include: a description
with condition, which
year/vehicle it fits, part
number, if at all possible, a
photograph, price, and contact
information (e-mail and/or
phone number).
Please be advised that your
listing will also be posted to
our social media platform -Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,
unless you tell us to limit it to
the newsletter.
Members can purchase
advertisements for any sort of
business or networking that
they wish to promote. Please
contact us for rates at
mbcapghchapter@gmail.com.

FOR SALE: Parts books for: W116
Catalog A: 450SE, 450SEL, W116
Catalog D: 280 S, 280 SE, 450
SE,450 SEL, 450 SEL 6.9 L, W114
Catalog B: 230 250 280, W114
Catalog C: 250C, 280C. All are in
very good condition . $30.00 +
$5.99 S/H each. US Postal Money
Orders only
Contact: Adam Parness
Phone: 724-538-8589
E-Mail: apar@zoominternet.net

Classifieds continued on next
page

.

Classifieds (continued)

•

•
•

•
FOR SALE: W124 Station Wagon
Seats
Navy seats for a sevenpassenger wagon in good
condition. $100 for the set.
Contact: (412) 310-6031

FOR SALE: Various W123 Parts
from 1985 300TD Station
Wagon That Was Totaled in
2016
•

•
•
•

•

•

Nissens-brand radiator that
had only been in service for
2 yrs. before accident.
Original turbo oil cooler, fair
condition
Front head rests (dark blue),
original in good condition
Rear window washer-fluid
tank, original in fair
condition,
Water pump pulley, Genuine
Benz, slightly used, good
condition
Cooling fan (original-good
condition) attached to
thermostatic clutch
(Genuine Benz slightly used
– good).

•
•

•
•

•

Rear bumper complete
assembly, Genuine Benz,
barely used
Front bumper assembly,
original, fair condition
Driver’s side headlamp
assembly, original, fair
condition
German aftermarket
power antenna, slightly
used
Tool kit – good condition
Two Genuine Benz window
channels (the felt grooves
that roll-up windows slide
through)
One original jack for
replacing spare tire
Windshield washer fluid
tank, Genuine Benz,
slightly used.
Alternator-to-engine
mounting bracket with
built-in belt tensioner,
Genuine Benz slightly used.

In total, these parts would
probably be worth several
thousand on eBay; willing to
sell entire lot for $500, or
make me an offer for any
individual item(s).

Text Paul at (412) 302-1017 or
email at
ptbdadof3@comcast.net.

Can deliver parts to you at
PVGP and avoid shipping costs.

FOR SALE: 1990 Mercedes-Benz
560 SEL
39k miles. $60,500. Excellent driver in
quality condition. Serviced at: Calstar
Mercedes (Nevada), Ontario
Mercedes (California), and MercedesBenz of Pittsburgh
Original Nevada/ California car. Entire
life spent on west coast until 2022.
New PS4S tires, brake flush, spark
plugs, coil packs, valve-cover gaskets.
Serviced and maintained at certified
AMG dealer service center. Car runs
beautifully. Offering for sale because I
own multiple German luxury
performance machines and am
looking to replace it with a classic
American muscle classic. This car is
perfect for the collector that enjoys
being the big dog on the road. With
the ultimate passing power of the
silky smooth V12TT and 5-speed
transmission, Sunday cruises will have
an instant increase in smiles per
gallon.
Contact: audi412finance@gmail.com
Cell phone: (text only please) (412)
607-8918
Price: $60,500

FOR SALE: 1990 Mercedes-Benz
560 SEL
Beautiful car - 94,000 miles.
Price $19,000 valued by Hagerty
at $25,000. Contact Joseph at
(724) 483-7736.

